Shaykh Rabi bin Hadi on the Eminent Qur'an
Scholars (Mufassirin) who Hold the Earth is a
Flat Plane
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In reality, the scholars of the Islamic SharTah never used to hasten to
believe the theories of the astronomers, even if they were Muslims.
Jalal al-Din al-Mabhalli said in explanation of Stirah al-Ghashiyah:
“His saying: ‘...[the earth] how it has been spread out’ is apparent
in [stating] that the earth is a flat plane, and upon this [view] are the
scholars of the [Islamic] legislation, not a sphere as said by the
astronomers, even if that does not invalidate any pillar from the
pillars of the legislation.” And when the reader returns back to the
books of the most eminent of the exegetes (mufassirin), he will not
find therein that the earth is spherical. So does this now diminish
from their status and turn them into [uneducated] bedouins and
primitives? Never, and never again. Rather, the astronomers do not
amount to anything great next to them, let alone its scholars from the
non-Muslims [being anything great next to them].

Source: Mawqif al-Ghazali Min al-Sunnah Wa Ahliha (p. 63).



