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IMPORTANT MANHAJ PRINCIPLES & BENEFITS 

SHAYKH ʿALLĀMAH RABĪʿ BIN HĀDĪ: 
5. ON NOT BEING DIVERTED FROM THE TRUTH BY 

BIG PERSONALITIES AND LOFTY STATUSES 

 

he pursuit of the seeker of knowledge and truth is to 

arrive at the truth in every affair and to hold on to it 

without flinching, and without fear of scorn or blame. 

While speaking of al-Dārquṭnī (d 385H), his lofty status and 

being amazed by his knowledge, Shaykh Rabīʿ bin Hādī 

explained that he is still, nevertheless, a man who can be right, 

but who can also forget and err. The Shaykh went on to mention 

that it is in the nature of man to err, that Ādam () was 

created like that (20:115), that Mūsā () excused himself 

with forgetfulness (18:73), and that the Allāh’s Messenger 

() said: “I am a man, I forget like you forget, so when I 

forget, remind me.”1 

 

After this, Shaykh Rabīʿ bin Hādī said: “The seeker of truth is 

not diverted by amazement and the magnification of the [status] 

of big personalities from following the truth, fairness and justice, 

for truth is more worthy of being followed. It is not permissible 

to drop the truth for the sake of this big man or that one. The 

principle of a just, truth-seeking Muslim is always: ‘Say: Bring 

forth your proof if you are truthful.’” (2:111). And the 

                                                           
1 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī (no. 122). 
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intelligent did not believe in the Prophets except after they 

established proofs for their truthfulness.  Allāh rebuked the one 

who did not believe the proofs and evidences and (instead), 

followed his desire, and was amazed by the personalities of his 

forefathers and ancestors…”2 End of the quote. 

 

When a truth becomes apparent and clear, it is not permissible 

to leave it just because of the position or status of anyone, with 

the argument that he is lofty and has great knowledge and could 

not possibly be wrong, since we have been commanded to follow 

evidences, and not mere personalities. Only the Prophets are 

infallible in matters of religion. As for those besides them, they 

can be right and wrong, and consideration is given to evidence, 

not status or personality. 
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2 Refer to his Majmūʿ al-Fatāwā (8/81). 



 

3 

 
  


