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IMPORTANT MANHA]J PRINCIPLES & BENEFITS
SHAYKH ‘ALLAMAH RABI‘ BIN HADI:
4. ON ACCEPTING THE REPORTS OF THE

TRUSTWORTHY AND WHAT IS KNOWN

THROUGH ISTIFADAH!

Z75> N3 ne of the most important foundations of the religion

and the world is that of reports (akhbar) and
TNA? reporting (ikhbar). They are the route through which
information and knowledge are conveyed, and upon which the
affairs of the religion and world proceed. That which the Quran
and the Sunnah came with, and which the Companions and
Successors were upon, was acceptance of the reports of the
upright, and trustworthy. This is especially so when they and
their reports are abundant, plentiful and concurring.

Shaykh Rabi bin Hadi: “When a trustworthy person informs
you with news, it is sufficient for you, legislatively speaking (to
accept it), and verification is not binding except in the situation
where a sinful person is reporting, as the Exalted said: “O you
who believe, if a sinful person comes to you with information,
verify (his report)...” (49:6). This is the methodology of Ahl al-

! Istifadah means plentiful and abundant. A matter is known through
istifidab, when it is known and spread by many people and becomes common

knowledge. Refer to Majmii* Fatawa of Ibn Taymiyyah (35/412-413).
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Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah in receiving and accepting reports or
rejecting them.™

Shaykh Rabi‘ bin Hadi: “Our religion is established upon the
reports of just people (udil). From its foundations is the reports
of just people. If a just person relates some speech to you, then
the base rule is (to accept) the authenticity (of his report), and
rulings must be based upon it. But now, you have one just person
after another, and another just person after another, (all of them)
writing down and witnessing (in a matter), yet (their) speech is
not accepted.™

Shaykh Rabi® bin Hadi: “Accepting the reports of the
trustworthy and precise narrators is stipulated in the Book and
the Sunnah. If a scholar or other than him knows that a certain
person has religiosity, intellect, justice and precision, then it is
not permissible for him to reject his report. This is one of the
most important foundations of the religion, and the religion and
worldly life of the Muslims cannot be established except by
adhering to it and applying it. This is what the Qur'an, the
Sunnah, the Companions, the Successors, and the Jurists of
Islam are upon.™

Shaykh Ahmad al-Najmi: “As for the report of the just person
(‘adl), it is accepted (and when this is so), how then, when the
informants are a group and from the best of society and its
highest and most excellent in knowledge and uprightness? It is

2 Majmii‘at Kutub wa Rasa’il (13/44).
3 Majmii‘at Kutub wa Rasd’il (4/344-345).
* Umdat al-Abiyy (p. 139).



obligatory to accept it and emphatically so. Whoever rejected it
only rejects it due to his own desires. Hence, he is convicted and
considered a biased partisan (hizbi) by this rejection.”

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah explains that istifidah—
information which is known widespread—can be used as
testimony against the sinner and innovator, even if it originally
came from one upright person. The virtue and disrepute of
people are known through istifadah, such as the virtue of ‘Umar
bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Hasan al-Basri and others, and the disrepute
of al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf, al-Mukhtar bin Abi ‘Ubayd, ‘Amr bin
‘Ubayd, Ghaylan al-Qadari, ‘Abd Allah bin Saba’ and others.
Likewise, those who are known in their community, through the
knowledge and experience of people to be righteous or sinful,
this is istifadah, and it provides strong testimony. He goes on to
explain that as for when the intent is to warn from a person and
his evil, then a standard of testimony less than istifadah is
sufficient for this purpose.®
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Note: There are people who try to undermine the abundant testimonies and
direct first-hand experiences by which the uprightness, or corruption of an
individual in a land becomes well-known. They frame such a matter as if it is
only a personal dispute requiring an arbitration for resolution.

5 Al-Fatawa al-Jaliyyah (2/33).
¢ Refer to Majmii‘ al-Fatawa (35/412-413).

3



Vs e 2 U3 s Ty il 2T 150l i Ll s &0l 21 IS
5o 28615 ) 14T 2, ) 10 I S (Gl L] Il Y] ol 5
(a3 5l 535 L1 2l 3 el 2l ol ga las o 155
[(44/13)" ms el ooy 5 S G po” ]

w\)sycdjw)w&w@@j»:&\m&m@,bw\@ww
5 Ol s el 4 1o Lol Jutall LY U 55 13 e saadl 5L
(oS o L gt s S Jall 5l Jaadl s el 5l Juall 091 o8- Yl ade
.[(345-344/4) C“J‘ Sy s S e ez ]

o2 e Ll Sl LT g3 0l aaio ol gy LSl el I
e s a5 1 15 5306 0F on s sl (g G55 el ST G el
Cpodand 23 0 52 Y 5 ) J ool oal pa g oot 3 O e 552 D6 s
Ceaw 1 olgs 5 O pmldl 5 Blowall 5 &l O3 ade s caidas 5 o 30L Y| walin s
[(139,0)" G de Vo5 o3l s, 3 Yl sas" ]

OIS 13) S oy it 33 0l ol st L0 ) am ol Zadhadl 2l 8
J}&‘M)%ML&LU\J&)@&MT}@)’WTJ@J‘;&\EJ?JA‘}&L?Q)M‘
G2 g G tng s cOloke s SUI $as (3 (55 05 L6 o3 cpos ety

[(33/2)"aldl gskdll” ]



