Ibn ‘Atiyyah al-Andaldisi (d. 541H) on the Earth
In his tafsir, al-Muharrar al-Wajiz, Ibn ‘Atiyyah (d. 541H) said:

“Regarding the Exalted’s saying,
bisatan (an expanse/carpet): its
apparent meaning is that the earth is
a flat expanse and not a sphere.
Belief in either view is not in itself
harmful to religion—unless, there is
a flawed (corrupt) view built on the
view of sphericity. As for the

belief that it is a flat expanse,
this is the apparent meaning
of the Book of Allah the
Exalted and entails no flaw
whatsoever. Ibn Mujahid
cited the waters of the ocean
surrounding the inhabited
world as evidence for the
correctness of this view,

arguing that if the earth were

spherical, the water would

not remain settled upon it.””
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! Al-Muharrar al-Wajiz Fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aziz (Dar Ibn Hazm), p. 1903. In the
globe earth, the force of gravity from the centre of the earth, a pulling force
(Newtonian gravity) was previously used to explain why things fall to the
ground. However, that was unsatisfactory as it was too mystical and has
been replaced with Einstein’s view of gravity (a property of the geometry
of curved space-time).



