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“If a scholar utters a statement that causes harm to the da‘wah or to
a group of people, he is obligated to clarify the error and rectify it.
If a problem arises within the da'wah and people turn to him—and
he is happy with their recourse to him—yet he leaves the matters
unresolved (neither adjudicating them himself nor referring the
people to someone else), then it becomes obligatory for him to
speak, remaining silent is forbidden for him, or he must direct the
people to another trustworthy scholar. In summary, a scholar may
be obligated to express the truth; and if someone calls upon him to
speak—because his words caused harm—then the person making
that request bears no blame.”

“[Further], that scholar’s followers warn against an innocent
person—a person of knowledge like him—who committed no
offense other than offering advice for the sake of his religion and
his homeland. These grievances are repeatedly brought to the
scholar’s attention so that he might set matters right—for he is
capable of averting harm from the oppressed with mere words—yet
he fails to do so; he does not repel the injustice inflicted upon them.
No matter how vigorously virtuous people defend you, their defense
proves futile, because the prevailing view is that this specific scholar



is the sole authority. Is this the way of the scholars of Ahl al-
Sunnah? Far be it from the scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah to conduct
themselves in such a manner.

Shaykh Rabi‘, Shaykh Muqbil al-Wadi‘i, Shaykh al-Najmi, Shaykh
‘Ubayd, and others—may Allah have mercy on them—never
remained silent regarding the oppression of the weak. Recall the
day Abu al-Hasan (al-Ma’ribi) accused us of Haddadiyyah simply
because we criticised him based on knowledge and under the
supervision of those shaykhs; yet, they (i.e. those spreading these
doubts today) did not defend us with a single word. Allah averted
that slander from us only through our father, Rabi® bin Hadi al-
Madkhali—may Allah have mercy on him and forgive him. [The
poet said]: Gone are those in whose shelter one lived, And left bebind is
a remnant like the bide of a mangy beast.”

“It was your duty, [...] to direct your harsh words to those who
deserved it, those who committed crimes against the da'wah. Then,
regardless of the fitnah, it is incorrect for your initial statements
that were quoted to be stated in this way to begin with. Rather,
providing detail is necessary, and everyone who has a share in
knowledge knows this, and their evidence is too famous to be
mentioned. Among them is the Exalted’s saying: “You will make it
clear to the people, and do not conceal it.” And his saying: “Had
the learned scholars not forbidden them from speaking sinfully
and eating unlawful things,” and his saying: “They would not
forbid an evil they did,” and the saying of the Prophet of Allah,
Jesus: “And I will make clear to you some of that in which you
differ.” And other texts indicating that clarification is sometimes
obligatory for scholars.”
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