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In the name of Allah, and may prayers and peace be upon the
Messenger of Allah, his family, his companions, and those who follow
him.

To proceed:

A question arises in the minds of some who are unaware of the dispute
between Sheikh Ali Al-Hudhaifi and those known as the “Sheikhs of
Aden.” It is important for everyone to understand the reason for his
distancing from them. We summarize the key points here—not
exhaustively, but to avoid being overly lengthy for the reader—
highlighting the most significant issues:

1. Their endorsement and support of the Transitional Council—whose
deputy is Hani bin Brik—in its fighting against the state army. Their
support for the Transitional Council amounted to supporting the
Council’s combat against the government; they claimed that this
fighting did not constitute rebellion against the state, that the Council
was not a political party but an “entity,” that it had established
effective rule in Aden, and even that the Council constituted a
legitimate authority (wulat al-amr).

2. Their refusal to recognize the authority of President Rashad Al-
Alimi, asserting instead that the “ruler” was effectively “Chapter
Seven” [international intervention]; this view was voiced by Arafat
Al-Muhammadi. Some of them had previously refused to recognize
Abdrabbuh [Mansur Hadi] as the legitimate ruler, and likewise, they
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do not recognize Al-Alimi now. Indeed, some—such as Majid
Oyoun—even referred to Aidarous as “President” while Abdrabbuh
was still the incumbent president.

3. Their disparagement of the ruler, Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi, in
private gatherings, as well as their criticism of Deputy President Abu
Zara’a Al-Muharrami for favoring the “Hajouris” (followers of Sheikh
Al-Hajouri).

4. Their disregard for the appointment of Brother Ahmed Al-Basiri as
Minister of Endowments (Awgaf), on the grounds that the minister was
affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood—a stance expressed by more
than one of them.

5. Disregard for the directive issued by Deputy President Abu Zar’ah
Al-Muharrami—which forbade publicly naming specific individuals
during sermons (as opposed to merely refuting ideas)—particularly
regarding (the actions of) figures like Salah Kantoush; they
maintained that the sheikhs of Aden were in favour of this practice
(i.e., speaking about and naming individuals from the pulpit).

6. Communicating and interacting with Hani bin Brik, including
meeting him in Jeddah and Aden, all while ignoring warnings issued
by scholars—specifically Imam Al-Rabee’ (may Allah have mercy on
him). When sheikhs asked Al-Rabee’ about dealing with Bin Brik, he
explicitly told them not to; yet, they completely disregarded Sheikh
Al-Rabee’s words and paid them no heed.

7. A reprehensible partisanship; this is overt in some—such as Munir
Al-Sa’adi and Abdullah Al-Isa’i, who frequently speak on behalf of
“the South”—and covert in others, like Salah Kantoush and his ilk,
whose speech reveals regional bias or disparagement of people from
specific regions.

8. Dishonesty with scholars regarding the issue of fighting against the
legitimate ruler, Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi; Arafat Al-Muhammadi
telling his associates not to mention Hani to Sheikh Al-Rabee’ because
it would anger him; and concealing from scholars—when asked about
the fighting in Abyan—the fact that the combat would take place under
the banner of the Transitional Council.



9. Promoting Hani bin Brik and highlighting his virtues to Imam Al-
Rabee’, even though the Imam had told them: “Hani has turned his
back on Salafism.”

10. Their fierce defense of Ahmed Badakhn—who impugns Imam Al-
Wadi’i (may Allah have mercy on him) in a manner unprecedented by
anyone before him—despite the abundance of witnesses to this fact.
He also denies having been a follower of Al-Hajuri, despite
trustworthy witnesses confirming that he abandoned them during the
Al-Hajuri fitnah; yet, the sheikhs defend him simply because he is on
their side.

11. Introducing cameras into Ahl al-Sunnah mosques under the pretext
that filming is permissible for broadcasting knowledge. However, this
leniency escalated to the point where they began taking still
photographs; even more astonishingly, they display their own photos
in mosques alongside lecture announcements—a practice never before
seen among Salafis.

12. Displaying the flag of the Yemeni Socialist Party during their
lectures, lessons, and courses—to the extent that even laypeople
objected to it—a practice that has become widespread among them.

13. Frequently visiting the headquarters of the Transitional Council,
as is well known regarding Munir Al-Sa’di.

14. Forcibly seizing mosques from Salafis and filing false, fabricated
reports with security authorities claiming they harbor Kharijite
tendencies or have rebelled against the state, as well as threatening
young men with imprisonment and home raids—such as the incident
involving the congregation of Al-Rida Mosque.

15. Reporting innocent Salafi brothers on false charges of terrorism
and expelling them from mosques, such as the Sheikhan, Zayed, and
Al-Rida mosques.

These are the reasons why Sheikh Ali Al-Hudhaifi and the Salafis in
Aden have disassociated themselves from those who call themselves
the “Sheikhs of Aden.” We pray to Allah that this article reaches the



Salafis in general, and Sheikh Abdullah Al-Bukhari in particular, so
that they may become aware of the grave errors and violations held by
these individuals.

I urge any Salafi to consult a sheikh they trust, present these points to
him, and ask: “Is it permissible to study under someone who holds
such views?”

It is astonishing that Arafat Al-Muhammadi and Abbas Al-Junah
praise Hisham Al-Baili—who is a Qutbi and disparages Imams of
Ahlus-Sunnah like Imam Al-Albani (may Allah have mercy on him)
by accusing him of Irja>—and also praise Ahmed Badakhn, who
disparages Imam Al-Wadi’i (may Allah have mercy on him). Yet, at
the same time, they warn against attending the lessons of Sheikh Ali
Al-Hudhaifi (may Allah preserve him)—a scholar endorsed by senior
figures such as the eminent scholars Rabee’ Al-Madkhali, Ubaid Al-
Jabri, and Muhammad bin Abdul-Wahhab Al-Wassabi (may Allah
have mercy on them). Who, then, is more deserving of a warning?

O Allah, show us the truth as truth and grant us the ability to follow it,
and show us falsehood as falsehood and grant us the ability to avoid
it.

Written by: A Lover of Scholars.
13 Safar 1447.
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