Why did Sheikh Ali Al-Hudhaifi and the
Salafis in Aden distance themselves from those
who falsely and deceitfully style themselves
the “Sheikhs of Aden?

Praise be to Allah, and thereafter:
Reflect with me, my dear brother...

If each of us were to inquire about the root of the dispute, examine it
with an eye for fairness, and cast aside blind partisanship toward
specific names and individuals, we would witness the grave injustice
inflicted upon the following figures:

First: “Ali Al-Hudhaifi.”

The worst accusations leveled against the man were that he was a
“liar” and “seeking leadership.”

Why?
Have you asked yourself this question?

Or did you simply believe what you were told without investigating
the actual facts?

Did you ask what Sheikh Ali Al-Hudhaifi wanted from them? Or does
it not matter to you—since Arafat and the Sheikhs of Aden spoke
against him—that their word is final and their judgment absolute?

What Sheikh Ali Al-Hudhaifi wanted from them was to adhere to the
guidance of the senior scholars—who had issued a fatwa against
calling for the secession of the South from Yemen. This is the very
same thing advocated by Hani Bin Brik—the *Kharijite* whom they
outwardly disavow (along with his Socialist Party)—yet whose
objectives they strive to realize on the ground.

Look here [13 page document]:
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These are facts—may Allah bless you—and observable realities that
they cannot deny or conceal. Have they repented for this?

The answer: No.

What did they do to the person who advised them—even after Allah
granted him victory (vindication), followed by the intervention of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (the Salafi Kingdom), which settled the
matter and returned the Yemeni South to its natural fold? What did
they do?

They delved into the history of the Islamic nation to justify their
actions by citing the conflict that arose between the Companions
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of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him)—Ali
bin Abi Talib and Mu'awiyah bin Abi Sufyan (may Allah be
pleased with them both).

This is precisely what Salah Kantoush mentioned in his article titled
“Exposing the Misleading Allegations” (Kashf Shubuhat al-
Tashwish)—just imagine!

Where is the principle of refraining from discussing the disputes that
occurred among them—a fundamental tenet of the Sunnah?

Consider figures like Muslim bin Yasar, 'Amir al-Sha'bi, lbrahim al-
Nakha'i, and Sa'id bin Jubayr...

When they rose up with Ibn al-Ash'ath against Al-Hajjaj—and were
subsequently captured—did they cite the disputes between the
Companions (despite their proximity in time to that era) as a
justification? Or did they acknowledge their error? One of them even
remarked, “We entered a period of strife in which we were neither
pious, righteous people nor wretched, wicked sinners.”

Does this not constitute a distortion of the foundations of the
Sunnah—within an article titled “Exposing the Misleading
Allegations”?!

And there are other egregious errors in that article—an article praised
and promoted by Sheikh Arafat al-Muhammadi.

{O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah,
witnesses in justice, and do not let the hatred of a people prevent
you from being just. Be just; that is nearer to righteousness. And
fear Allah; indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what you do.} [Al-
Ma'idah: 8]

Written by: Farouq Al-Duraidi.
[11 April 2026]
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