Autobiography of Shaykh Bilal ibn ‘Abd al-
Ghanrt al-Salim1

Translator’s Introduction

Shaykh Bilal al-Salim1 is among the scholars of hadith in Egypt. He was
highly praised by the great scholar al-‘Allamah Hasan ibn ‘Abd al-
Wahhab Marziiq al-Banna (<l «>,), who explicitly referred to him
as “from the scholars of hadith in Egypt,” and on another occasion said
to him directly: “You are the hadith scholar (muhaddith) of Egypt.” He
would also advise students and seekers of knowledge, saying: “Go fto the
hadith scholar in Alexandria,” directing them to Shaykh Bilal al-Salim.

He began his autobiographical statement with the Khutbah al-Hajah and
then said:

“Indeed, a group of my brothers and students sought an introduction to
my person, my shaykhs, and my pursuit of knowledge. I answered their
request and approved their desire, especially since this is a matter of
religion, as Ibn STrin (bl 4e>,) said:
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‘Indeed, this knowledge is religion, so look carefully at whom you take
your religion from.’

And likewise the Imam of Dar al-Hijrah, Malik ibn Anas (4l 4>)), said:
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‘Indeed, this knowledge is your flesh and blood, and you will be
questioned about it on the Day of Resurrection, so look carefully at whom
you take it from.’

So I say—and with Allah is all success:

My lineage: I am Abt al-*Abbas Bilal ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani ibn “Abd al-
Hamid ibn ‘Atiyyah ibn Ibrahim Aba Hilal al-Hilal1 al-Salimi, then al-
Iskandarf.

I was born on 21/7/1970 CE, and I was raised in my father’s home ( 4=,
) located in the village of al-Salimiyyah, in the care of my great mother
and my siblings, after my father passed away while I was ten years old.
His death was a tremendous trial, but Allah (35 J>) may compensate His
servant by placing in his heart strength, patience, and endurance in the
face of the hardships of living—and that indeed occurred—until these
trials refined my heart, and I became more resilient and firmer in resolve
in all affairs of my life. So to Allah belongs all praise and bounty; from
trials come gifts.

Upbringing in Knowledge

I set out upon the path of guidance and adhered to the Sunnah before
reaching the age of twenty. Then I began frequenting gatherings of
knowledge in the year 1990 CE, specifically. At that time, the majority of
those claiming to be Salafi callers were not known, except for al-
Huwayni, al-*Adawi, al-Qust, Ibn Abi al-*Aynayn, and others. I sat with
all of them: some [ accompanied for several years, some for a year, some
for months, and some for several sittings.

Then I traveled for ‘umrah in 1997 CE, and my greatest wish was to meet
the scholars, especially the great Imam Shaykh Muhammad ibn Salih al-
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‘Uthaymin, whom I knew and studied under through his valuable
explanations, by way of his beneficial recordings and his engaging style.

And it was from Allah’s granting of success to me that, after staying as a
guest with one of my Egyptian friends residing in the city of Jeddah,
while I was still in ihram—on the very first day—I went to pray Maghrib
at Masjid al-Amirah Hassah in the al-Jami‘ah district.

After finishing the prayer and while leaving the masjid, I found an
announcement stating that Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymin had a lecture after
Maghrib at Masjid al-Amir Mit‘ab in the al-Thaghr district. So I insisted
on going, despite the exhaustion of travel. Indeed, my friend and I went
and were able to attend the lecture, which was titled ‘The Virtue of
Knowledge and Its Impact on the Individual and Society.” I shook the
Shaykh’s hand despite the severe crowding around him, and I was keen
to attend his gatherings in the Haram during that period.

From that moment, the idea of traveling to the Kingdom (of Saudi Arabia)
surged upon me strongly. | then remained for three years with Shaykh
Mustafa al-‘Adawi—Allah guide him (<l olaa). During that time, one of
my fellow students was acquainted with Shaykh Rabi‘ al-Madkhali (4>,
<) though he concealed this so as not to be expelled.

By Allah’s granting of success to me, we exchanged discussion regarding
Shaykh Mustafa’s violations and excesses against Imam al-AlbanT ( 4.,
<) until the discussion led this brother to speak to me about al-*Allamah
Rabi‘ (4l «>,) and about the manhaj. He clarified for me how al-‘Adawi
had concealed from us the manhaj and the scholars of the manhaj during
that period, and he explained the hizbiyyah (partisanship) that enveloped
all the shaykhs of Egypt, except those whom Allah had mercy upon.



His words fell deeply into my heart. Allah reward him with good on my
behalf. I then resolved to travel again to the Kingdom. I tried many times
until Allah permitted it, and I traveled in the year 2000 CE for a second
‘umrah. During it, I met Shaykh Rabi' ibn Hadi al-Madkhali («b 4s>)) and
grant the Muslims benefit through his life. Never had I been happier
meeting a shaykh than I was in meeting this great scholar, for I saw a
scholar in the truest sense: firm, courageous, and resolute upon the truth
in a manner unmatched by anyone of his era, yet possessing gentleness,
mercy, and compassion toward his students that astonish and delight the
heart—what a loss for the people of desires.

I sat with him in several gatherings during that journey. When the time
of my departure came, I sought advice from him. So he advised me—
after emphasizing taqwa of Allah—to remain firm upon the Salafi
manbhaj, to leave those shaykhs—al-Huwayni and al-‘AdawT and those
wavering like them—and to adhere closely to the Salafi shaykhs in Egypt.

He directed me (at that time) to Usamah al-QusT (bl olas) and Mahmud
Lutfi ‘Amir (<l sla2). Indeed, I went to them and met each of them once,
but their methods did not appeal to me, as they lacked a structured
methodology in teaching that firmly grounds a student of knowledge. So
I did not return to them again, and all praise is due to Allah for His
granting of success.

At that time, what occupied my mind was how to obtain a work visa and
travel with it to the Kingdom, on the condition that it be close to al-Qasim,
so that I could seek knowledge at the hands of our Shaykh, the Imam, the
‘Allamah Ibn “Uthaymin. By the favor of Allah, I was granted success in
that, but it occurred in July 2001 CE, that is, a few months after the death
of our Shaykh, the Imam—alas.



All praise is due to Allah, who granted me success to reside in the
Kingdom—the land of tawhid; Allah guard it and protect it from every
harm and evil. Through this blessing—the blessing of residing in this
land—I was able to study in many places, including:

1. Four years in the Grand Mosque of ‘Unayzah with students of Shaykh
Ibn ‘Uthaymin, including Dr. Sami al-Suqayr, whom our Shaykh Ibn
‘Uthaymin (b ««>,) appointed to lead the Grand Mosque; he is his son-
in-law and is now a member of the Council of Senior Scholars; and Dr.
Khalid al-Muslih, who is married to his other daughter; and Dr. ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Dahsh. All three were appointed by the Shaykh (<l as=)) to
teach in the Grand Mosque.

I also met Shaykh ‘Abdullah al-Falih (4l 4.>,). He was ascetic and highly
skilled in the Arabic language, and he was among the remaining students
of al-‘Allamah Ibn Sa‘di (bl 4.>,). Out of mercy for him, I did not read
anything to him, as he was very advanced in age—and he would forget
often—Allah have vast mercy upon him.

2. At Dar al-Hadith al-Makkiyyah, with a select group of senior Salafi
shaykhs, foremost among them the ‘Allamah and great Muhaddith
Muhammad ibn ‘Alf Adam al-ItyTbT (< as>)).

3. At Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘Qid Islamic University, Bachelor’s degree
in Shari‘ah (College of Shari‘ah).

4. T also met scholars from among the best scholars on earth—whose
mention will come. And Allah indeed bestowed His favor upon me by
granting me study under some of them for many long years, with others
for a year, with others for months, and with others in scattered gatherings.



5. And Allah also bestowed His favor upon me by granting me to read to
major scholars, such as:

* Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah Ahmad ibn Yahya al-NajmT (<l «x>,). I read
to him the beginnings of Sahth al-Bukharand Sahth Muslim, and I heard
the beginnings of the remaining four Sunan, and he granted me ijazah
therein. Some of his books were read to him in my presence while I
listened, and he granted me a general ijazah in all his narrations, as
recorded in his thabat (a scholar’s written record of his chains of
transmission and ijazat), al-La’ali’ al-Durriyyah f1 Jam® al-Asanid al-
Najmiyyah.

* Likewise, I read Nukhbat al-Fikar and its explanation to our Shaykh,
the ‘Allamah Yahya ibn ‘Uthman al-* Azimabadi (<l 4=>,), and he granted
me a specific ijazah therein. I frequently attended his flourishing sittings
in explanation of Kitab al-Tawhid by Shaykh al-Islam Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al-Wahhab (4l «.>)), as well as al-*Aqidah al-Wasitiyyah, the two
Sahihs, the explanation of Sunan al-Tirmidhi, and the explanation of al-
Nuzhah, among other works, in the Masjid al-Haram. He then granted me
a general ijazah in all his narrations, as recorded in his thabat, al-Najm
al-Badi fi Tarjamat al-‘Allamah al-Muhaddith al-Salafi Yahya ibn
‘Uthman al-Mudarris al-‘ Azimabadi.

* I listened to and attended the gatherings of our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah
Muhammad ‘Alf Adam al-Ityiibi (il 4>,) for more than a year and seven
months at Dar al-Hadith al-Makkiyyah and at Masjid al-Abrar in al-
Nakasah in Makkah al-Mukarramah—Allah increase it in honor—such
as the gatherings of Sahih al-Bukhari, Alfiyyat al-Suyuti, Sunan al-
Nasa'1, and Sunan Ibn Majah. And he (4ll 4.>,) granted me a general ijazah
therein and in all his narrations, as recorded in his thabat, Mawahib al-
Samad li-Abdihi Muhammad.

* [ read to our Shaykh, the virtuous Dr. Yahya ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Shahrt
(bl ak2a>) from Sahih al-Bukhari for nearly a year, and he granted me a
specific ijazah therein. I also read to him al-Arba‘tn al-‘Ajltniyyah in
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two sittings at Masjid Dht al-Niirayn in the Hisam district of the city of
Khamis Mushayt in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and he granted me a
specific ijazah therein; then he granted me a general ijazah in all his
narrations.

* I read to our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah Muhammad Amin al-HararT (<! 4e>))
the beginnings of the six books in his flourishing home in Makkah al-
Mukarramah, and he granted me a specific ijazah therein. I attended his
lessons in tafstr at Dar al-Hadith al-Makkiyyah for more than a year and
a half, and he granted me a general ijazah in all his narrations, as recorded
in his thabat, Jam" al-Asanid wa Muzaffar al-Maqasid min Asanid Kull
al-Funtin.

* And there are other ijazat which I have recorded in my thabat, Ithaf al-
Rijal al-Nujub bi-Asanid al-Ajza’ wa al-Kutub.

My Shaykhs

They exceed two hundred shaykhs, but I will mention among them the
eminent ones who had an impact upon me in my path in seeking
knowledge:

* Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah, the Imam Muhammad ibn Salih al-
‘Uthaymin (Ul 4s>).

* Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah Ahmad ibn Yahya al-NajmT (<bl 4e>).

¢ Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah Zayd ibn Muhammad al-Madkhalf (<l as>)).
* Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah Salih ibn Fawzan al-Fawzan (<l 4s>,).

* Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah Salih ibn Muhammad al-Luhaydan (<l 4s>,).
* Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah Rabi' ibn Hadi al-MadkhalT (< 4s>).

¢ Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Abd Allah al-JabirT (<l 4s>,).

* Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Ghudayyan (<l ae>)).

* Our Shaykh, the ‘Allamah Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Banna

(adﬂ 4A>)),



And many others—this is from the favor of Allah upon me. Allah have
mercy upon those of them who have passed away and preserve the living.

My Authored Works

+ al-Hafil f1 Figh al-Nawafil (the first volume has been published).

* Khaza'in al-Asrar fi Adhkar al-‘Ashi wa al-Ibkar (printed several
times).

* Abra’ ila Allah min al-Jamiyyah wa al-Madkhaliyyah. It is a refutation
of those who defame Ahl al-Sunnah with labels of partisanship in order
to repel people from them and from their manhaj—the manhaj of truth
(printed multiple times).

* al-Zahr al-Matlul f1 al-Khabar al-Ma‘ltl (unpublished; four volumes
completed).

* Bahjat al-Akhyar f1 Alfiyyat al-Ahadith al-Qisar (one volume, currently
under print, to be released soon, in sha’ Allah).

* al-Fawa’id wa al-Fara’id (one volume, unpublished).

* Alfiyyat al-Ustl (a concise treatise in the style of a matn).

* Majma“ al-Bahrayn wa Multaqa al-*Aqdayn 1 Hifz al-Alfiyyatayn (two
volumes, question-and-answer format).

* Nath al-Arjj f1 Usil fann al-Takhrij (one volume, unpublished).

+ al-Tawtid f1 Ustl Dirasat al-Asanid (one volume, unpublished).

* Riyy al-Ghulal f1 Usil Dirasat al-‘Ilal (one volume, unpublished).

* al-Mu‘tarak al-Salmi f1 Ustl Dirasat al-Bahth al-‘Ilmi (one volume,
unpublished).

+ al-Bayyinat i Usiil Tahqiq al-Makhtiitat (one volume, unpublished).

* Imta“ al-“Uqul bi-Riyadat Tatbiq al-Usutl (one volume, unpublished).

* Irshad al-'Uqala’ ila Hukm Ityan Adbar al-Nisa’ (one volume,
unpublished).

» Ahkam al-"Aqiqah (one volume, unpublished).

* Hukm Salat al-Rak ‘atayn ba‘da Salat al-‘Asr (a treatise, unpublished).
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+ al-Rajih f Mas’alat Hukm ‘Amal al-Jawarih (a treatise, unpublished).

* Hukm Siyam al-Dahr (a treatise, unpublished).

* al-Rayah al-Mangtibah li-man Kana f1 Nafilah wa Uqimat ‘Alayhi al-
Maktiibah (a treatise, unpublished).

* ‘Abir al-Basatin min Kalam Salafina al-Salihin (a treatise,
unpublished).

 ‘Unwan al-Sa‘adah fr al-Hirs ‘ala al-‘Ibadah (one volume,
unpublished).

* Figh Badhl al-Nasthah (one volume, unpublished).

* al-Durar al-Marjaniyyah f1 Naft Wafat al-Sahabi al-Jalil ‘Ubayd Allah
ibn Jahsh («s 4l s2,) ‘ala al-Nasraniyyah (a treatise, unpublished).

* al-Tahqiq al-Murib ‘an Hadith al-Tahlil ‘Ashran ba‘da Salat al-Fajr wa
al-Maghrib (a treatise, unpublished).

* Ithaf al-Zumrah bi-Bahth Hadith: ‘Man Makatha f1 al-Masjid ba‘da
Salat al-Fajr...” (a treatise, unpublished).

* Nuzul al-Abrar fi al-Silsilah al-Sahihah wa al-Da ‘1fah min al-Athar (two
volumes completed).

+ al-Hilm f1 Nash Talib al-‘Ilm (a treatise, unpublished).

 Kabh al-A‘adi bi-Bayan [‘tiqadi (a treatise, unpublished).

And others.

Secondly: Shuriih (Commentaries)

+ al-Hawt f1 Hall Masa’il Tadrib al-Rawi (two volumes; not yet
completed).

+ al-Tabyin fi Taqrib Alfiyyat al-Hafiz Jalal al-Din (two volumes; not yet
completed).

* Nastm al-Sahar 1 Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikar (two volumes, under print).
* Qala’id al-Durar Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikar (question-and-answer format;
one volume, under print).



* Bayt al-Qasid f1 Hall Masa’il Kitab al-Tawhid (two volumes; not yet
completed).

* Nir al-Qamarayn Sharh Kitab Bayna al-Imamayn (by our Shaykh Rabi*
(bl 4s>,)) (two volumes; not yet completed).

* Mungqidh al-‘Abid Sharh Kitab al-Tawhid by Ibn Khuzaymah (< 4s>))
(four volumes; not yet completed).

e al-Diya’ al-Lami‘ Sharh Kitab al-Jami* li-Akhlaq al-Raw1 wa Adab al-
Sami* (two volumes; not yet completed).

And others.

Thirdly: Tahqiqat (Scholarly Verifications)

» Tahqiq of Sharh al-Arba‘in al-Nawawiyyah by al-Nawaw1 (published
by Dar al-Diya’ in Tanta).

* Tahqiq of al-Mukhtarah by al-Diya’ al-Maqdisi (nine volumes
completed).

* Tahqiq of al-Mughni by Ibn Qudamah, which I titled al-Mudn1 fi Taqrib
al-Mughni, in the style of al-Irwa’ by Imam al-Albani (4l «>,), I have
completed ten volumes, and it will—in sha’ Allah—be released in thirty
volumes.

» Tahqiq of several seminars by some contemporary Salafi shaykhs
(published by Dar Sabil al-Mu’minin).

And others.

This, then—and I ask Allah for steadfastness and success until I meet
Him. Allah send prayers and salutations upon Your servant and
Messenger Muhammad, and upon his family and his Companions, and
grant him abundant peace. And all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the
worlds.”
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Written by:

Abi al-‘Abbas Bilal ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Salimi al-Athari
al-Thaghr al-Iskandari, ‘Arts al-Bahr al-Mutawassit

(i.e., Alexandria, Egypt — “the Bride of the Mediterranean Sea”)
al-“Asafirah al-Bahriyyah District

23 Safar 1447 AH

Translated by Khalil al-Filastini.

Taken from the Shaykh’s biography published on his official website:
https://almdrasaalnabawiyva.org/ seluwll-JS-soudllAball-s )/
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